
Creating A Makerspace for Students 
 

Course Syllabus 
 

Introduction: 
This online course, entitled Creating a Makerspace for Students, is offered as a part of Professional 
Development Services through S&S Online Learning.  The course is an online, self-paced experience with 
access to an instructor.  It is worth 6 professional development hours, as well as a microcredential, which you 
will be granted upon completion. 
 
Professional Development Hours/Points: 
6 hours 
 
Instructor/Course Creator:  Laura Fleming 
Laura Fleming is an educator in the state of New Jersey with over 20 years experience. She has taught K-12 
and is currently the Library Media Specialist at New Milford High School in New Milford, New Jersey. She is a 
best-selling author of two books on makerspaces, Worlds of Making: Best Practices for Establishing a 
Makerspace for Your School and The Kickstart Guide to Creating GREAT Makerspaces.  Laura has helped 
school districts across the world, plan, create and launch their own makerspaces. 
 
Target Audience: 
Whether you are new to the maker movement, or a seasoned maker, there is something in this course for 
everyone. 

● PK-12 classroom teachers 
● School library media specialists/librarians 
● STEM educators 
● Tech integration teachers 
● Educational technology teachers 
● School leaders 
● All educational stakeholders 
● Those who don't have a makerspace, but want one 
● Those who do have makerspace, but are looking to improve theirs 

 
Course Purpose: 
The purpose of this e-course is to plan and create a unique, meaningful, and relevant makerspace for your 
school community, by becoming familiar with the maker movement and makerspace best practices, in K-12. 
 
Course Description: 
The maker movement has been a revolution in education. All educational stakeholders need to find ways to 
leverage this movement. The online course will be based on a series of instructor videos and reading that 
guide participants through the process of creating an authentic, sustainable makerspace for their school 
community. 



 
Course Goals: 

● Plan, create and launch a makerspace in your school, library or classroom 
● Choose the materials and supplies that will best support your makerspace 
● Support your makerspace on any budget 
● Set up your physical makerspace 
● Effectively manage and facilitate your makerspace 
● Unleash student creativity 

 
Learning Materials: 
This course is comprised of over 1 hour of multimedia content, in which the course instructor provides a 
step-by-step breakdown of how to plan, create and launch a makerspace. Additional reading materials will also 
be a part of the course.  All materials will be housed in the online course module and available for download. 
 
Technology Needed to Complete: 
You will need a computer with an updated browser to complete the course.  In addition, you will need a 
working and valid email address. 
 
Access to Children: 
You do not need direct access to students to complete this course, however, with some of it, it is beneficial to 
be able to gather student input. 
 
Course Design/Schedule: 
This course will take approximately 6 hours to complete, though times may vary for each participant.  Upon 
completion of the course, you may apply for 6 professional development hours/points from your school/school 
district.  Make sure to check with your principal or professional development coordinator to see how this works 
in your district. 
 
This course is self-paced, but in order to receive a Certificate of Completion, you must complete the necessary 
requirements.  You will have access to email the instructor any questions or post throughout the discussion 
boards. 
 
The discussion board will allow you to pose questions to your instructor and classmates.  You will turn in 
necessary requirements via email.  You will not be receiving a letter grade for this course. 
 

Module Learning Objective Coursework/Activities/Grading 

Module 1:  Getting Started Develop an understanding of 
the research and rationale of 
the maker movement  

View videos 
 
Read “Leading the Maker 
Movement” 
http://esheninger.blogspot.com/2015
/01/leading-maker-movement.html 

http://esheninger.blogspot.com/2015/01/leading-maker-movement.html
http://esheninger.blogspot.com/2015/01/leading-maker-movement.html


 
 
View resources listed 
 
Respond to discussion question 
 

Module 2:  Makerspace Overview Articulate that a makerspace has 
a variety of meanings across the 
maker community. 

Listen to audio 
 
Read “Defining Makerspaces: What 
the Research Says”, “Importance of 
a School Library Makerspace – in 
Rural and Low Income Schools”,  
What's the Maker Movement and 
Why Should I Care?” 
 
Respond to discussion question 

Module 3:  Planning Your 
Makerspace 

Plan and create a 
makerspace a library 
makerspace that is grounded 
in research and 
evidence-based best 
practices. 

View videos 
 
Begin working on Action Plan 

Module 4:  Makerspace Themes Uncover makerspace themes 
that are unique, meaningful and 
relevant to your school 
community. 

View videos 
 
View resources 
 
Continue working on Action Plan 

Module 5:  Determining the Right 
Products for Your Makerspace 

Select materials and supplies 
that support makerspaces on 
any budget. 

Listen to audio 
 
Read “How to Transform 
Step-by-Step Directions into Inquiry” 
and “The Problem With 
Prepackaged STEM Products”  
 
Finish Action Plan 

Module 6:  Creating Your Physical 
Space 

Explore the options for the 
design and setup of a physical 
makerspace. 

View videos 
 
View resources 
 
Read “Goodbye Hallways and 
Welcome to Idea Street!”, “Mobile 

http://renovatedlearning.com/2015/04/02/defining-makerspaces-part-1/
http://renovatedlearning.com/2015/04/02/defining-makerspaces-part-1/
https://colleengraves.org/2016/06/20/capmakerfaire-advocating-for-library-makerspaces/
https://colleengraves.org/2016/06/20/capmakerfaire-advocating-for-library-makerspaces/
https://colleengraves.org/2016/06/20/capmakerfaire-advocating-for-library-makerspaces/
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3758336
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3758336
https://rosscoops31.com/2016/04/05/transform-step-step-directions-inquiry/how-to-transform-step-by-step-directions-into-inquiry-2/
https://rosscoops31.com/2016/04/05/transform-step-step-directions-inquiry/how-to-transform-step-by-step-directions-into-inquiry-2/
https://www.thomascmurray.com/prepackagedstem/
https://www.thomascmurray.com/prepackagedstem/
http://connectedleadlearner.blogspot.com/2015/08/goodbye-hallways-and-welcome-to-idea.html
http://connectedleadlearner.blogspot.com/2015/08/goodbye-hallways-and-welcome-to-idea.html
https://flexilearn.wordpress.com/2015/06/09/mobile-makerspaces-adjusting-course/


Makerspaces” 
 
Continue working on Action Plan 

Module 7:  Managing Your 
Makerspace 

Lead and sustain meaningful 
change in libraries by 
effectively managing and 
facilitating a makerspace. 

View videos 
 
Read “Educator as Maker Educator” 
, “Program Planning & 
Management” 

 
Certificate of Completion: 
You will be provided with a Certificate of Completion once you complete this course and your final assignment 
has been received and reviewed.  You can email courses@ssww.com for the request. 
 
Microcredential: 
Once you are officially enrolled in this course, you will have the opportunity to earn an official Worlds of Making 
'Creating Spaces for Students to Make' microcredential. This microcredential will be issued to you in the form 
of a digital badge. Your digital badge will give you the opportunity to celebrate all that you have learned with 
the world! In order to earn your digital badge, you will either have to plan and create a makerspace, as you 
cycle through this course, OR you will have to complete a 'Makerspace Action Plan' (included as a free 
resource in this course). 

https://flexilearn.wordpress.com/2015/06/09/mobile-makerspaces-adjusting-course/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2014/06/02/educator-as-a-maker-educator/
http://makered.org/resources/program-planning/
http://makered.org/resources/program-planning/
mailto:courses@ssww.com

